	After I arrived Friday afternoon at the Embassy Suites in Brea, I was able to meet up with the other San Diego ladies that had arrived early to the conference.  Our rooms were next to each other and it made it easier as we socialized throughout the evening.  The “happy hour” in the hotel started at 5:30 p.m. so we were able to socialize with the other chapters that had arrived early.  It is always so much fun to see the ladies from the other chapters and catch up on what is happening with their chapter activities.

	The next morning started early since I set up the Ways & Means table for our chapter.  I had breakfast with a few of the Orange county ladies.  We did quite well in our raffle.

	Our Director called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and then we were welcomed by the Orange county President, Molly Huddleston.  We also received a welcome from John Puckett, one of the teachers at Katella High School.  

	The Director of the construction project at Cars Land (Karri Novak) spoke about the new project being built at the California Adventure Theme Park.  She spoke about how they were going to bring to life Radiator Springs and Ornament Valley.  Unfortunately, they did not have any pictures of the project since Disney would not allow them to take pictures.  The project will be expanded over 12 acres and cost $126M.  It should be completed by May of 2012.  Gigi Inguva, the engineer on the project, discussed the BIM process.  Emily Sullivan, the Project Manager, discussed the 1,532 change orders.

	We had a total of 70 attendees at our APC meeting this year.

	Our next speaker, Lisa Bates-Seabold, was very interesting.  She is a Geologist and an expert on Earthquake Preparedness.  She was a dynamic speaker and went into great detail about the different types of earthquakes.  Obviously, earthquakes occur on active faults.  There are four different types of faults:  normal, reverse, thrust and strike-slip.  All four of these types of faults exist in California.  She gave us a guideline for earthquake preparedness:

1.  Identify potential hazards;
2. Create a disaster preparedness plan;
3. Prepare a disaster supplies kit;
4. Identify the building’s weaknesses and begin to fix them;
5. Protect yourself during an earthquake – drop, cover and hold on!;
6. After an earthquake – check for injuries, family members, neighbors and pets;
7. When it is safe, follow your disaster preparedness plan.

After the speaker, we broke for lunch and we had a great time catching up with the 11 San Diego chapter members that attended the conference.  
After lunch, we attended 1 of 3 breakout workshops:  

1.  Mechanics Lien Law Seminar
2. Chapter Leadership
3. Committee Workshop

I attended the Chapter Leadership workshop that Janice Ramsay-Gonzales and Mary Ellen Ledbetter led.  Janice gave us a copy of an article from the Board Primer magazine that discussed the qualities of a great board leader.  “The influential leader uses truth, insight, dialogue, and example to inform the perceptions of others.”  Mary Ellen suggested that we prepare a Strategic Plan for our chapter.  

After we took a break, we heard from Janene Benjamine from St. Joseph’s Hospital, who discussed fundraising and event planning.  She discussed the pre-event research needed:

1. Location;
2. Audio visual and lighting;
3. Food and catering;
4. Entertainment;
5. Decorations

She also discussed the need for security, insurance, promotional graphics, a budget and lots of volunteers.  

The Las Vegas chapter put on a very funny skit to get us excited about attending Winter Conference in January.  It should be fun and very educational!

Before we adjourned, we had the ways and means drawings from the various chapters.

I would recommend to anyone who is looking for more information about NAWIC and education, to please attend the APC conference next year.  I had a wonderful time with my NAWIC sisters and learned quite a lot too.

Respectfully,

Patricia L. Brown
San Diego Chapter President-Elect



